WITH THE TROOPS IN ITALY

EXTRACTS FROM BRIEF SPEECHES TO THE MEN OF THE FIFTH AND
EIGHTH ARMIES IN ITALY
AUGUST 19 AND 20, 1944

August 3.     Rennesfell to American forces advancing into Brittany.

Moscow announced the crossing of the Vistula and an
advance of another 15 miles.

August 4. Hitler decreed a purge of his armies, and a " Court of
Honour " excelled a Field Marshal and four Generals at its
jirst sitting.

August 4. Tremendous progress was made in France by the British,
American and Canadian armies.

Myitkyina, in Northern Burma, fell to Allied troops after
an 80 days' siege.
August 5.     American troops passed Rennes and penetrated deep into

Brittany.

August 7. Brest Peninsula was sealed-off by a sensational American
advance, while the British Second Army occupied the whole
of the right bank of the Orne.

Allied naval forces destroyed an enemy convoy off Brittany.
August 8.     A thousand British bombers pounded the German line south

of Caen,

August 9.     The Germans lost 107 tanks in an abortive counter-attack at
Mortain in France.   British and Canadian troops drove a
wedge five miles deep into the German line.
Mr. Churchill paid another visit to Normandy.
Field-Marshal von Witzleben and seven other high German
officers were condemned and hanged by Hitler's " Court of
Honour"
August 10.   General Eisenhower moved his Headquarters to France,

U.S. troops captured Le Mans.

August ii. U.S. armoured column reported in Chartres area 50 miles
from Paris.

In Italy the Germans abandoned Florence.
Supreme Allied Headquarters announced formation of new
Anglo-U*S. Air-borne Army.

August 12. It was revealed that Mr. Churchill had arrived in Italy to
visit the troops.

In France General Montgomery called on his forces to
finish once and for all " this powerful German force"
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